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Commissioner from Mississippi. 


Mr. SPEAKER: - | o 
I am instructed by the governor, , to deliver to the House ' 
of Representatives the following message and accompanying 
documents. go is i 
|W. M: MATHENY, . 
; : Private Secretary. 
Dec. 18, 1860. . : 


MT. SPEAKER : 
and Gentlemen of the House of Repr esentatives: 

For the information of your honorable body, I’ beg leave to 
communicate to’ you, thé: “following letter, addressed to me by 
the Hon. George R. Fall, a commissioner deputed by the 
authorities of the State of Mississppi, to the State of Arkansas, E 
to inform‘ the people of. this commonwealth of the action taken 
by the legislature of said state, touching the present threaten- 


UNIVERSITY OF ARKANS?: 
LIBRARY 


ve 
aq) 


` € 


| 2 


+ 


: ing relations existing between the northern and southern states 

t -ofthe Union. . 

Also the letter of appointment or commission, given by his’ 

pe excellency, John J. Pettus, Governor of the State of Mississippi, 

to said commissioner. o . 

i Also, the convention bill, and federal resolutions, passed by 
the legislature of that state, and delivered in person by the said 

_ Han. Geo. R. Fall, commissioner, to me this moraing. 

i 


- o | ` HENRY M. RECTOR. 
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" 2 t Lite Rock, Arxs., Dec. 17th, 1860. 
| His Excellency, H. M. Recror: ` i 
7 Sir—It has been made, my duty to inform your excellency, 
that the legislature of the State of Mississippi “has passed an 
act calling a convention of the people of the state, to consider 
the present threatening relations of the northern and southern 
sections of the confederacy, aggravated by the election of a 
| president upon principles’ of hostility to the states of the Seuth, 
a and to express the earnest hope of Mississippi, that those states 
will co-operate with her in the adoption of efficient measures 
for their common defence and safety.” * 1 herewith present that 
act, and also a preamble and resolution, passed by the same 
body, upon a subject of vital interest, not only to the people of 
Mississippi and the slaveholding.states, but to the people of all 
the:states of the, Union. - re 
I take the occasion to-remark, that the action-of the Missis- 
sippi legislature was marked, I believe, by entire unanimity. 
On the eve of great events, that body resolved to bury old par- 
~ > tizan feuds; and as members of the same family to make a 
united and concentrated effort to receive southern co-operation 
and southern resistance in defence of Southern honor and insti- 
tutions. Doing nothing rashley—making no issue for her sister 
i states, she seeks their earnest and cordial co-operation, with a 
view of obtaining a full and final settlement of this great ques- 
e _ tion of the century; but if, after a resonable delay, her propo- 
7 + sitions are rejected, she will resume her.sovereignty, and meet 
the strife alone, let the consequences be what they may. ~ 
Trusting, sir, that in the approaching conflict, the great state 
of which you are the honored executive, will be found co-oper- 
ating with Mississippi, I am with high respect, 
| ~” Your excellency’s obedient servant, -` . 
p , . G. R. FALL, Commissioner +. -. 
. ~. + from Mississippi. 
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- Stark ÓF Mississirrr. 
Joux J. Perros, . Gorei nar. of Mississippi, 2 
To His Excellency, the Governor of 
the State of Arkansas—Greeting: 

Be rr known; That, reposing special trust and. confidence in 
the ability, integrity "and fitness of Hon. Geo. R. Fall, I have, 
in compliance with a resolution passed by the legislature of 
this state, on the 30th day of November; A. D. 1860, appointed, 
and by-these presents. do appoint him a. commissioner from 
Mississippi; to proceed to the capital of Arkansas, to inform the 
people of that commonwealth, through their executive, that the 
legislature of this state has passed an act calling; a convention 
of the people of the State, to consider the present threatening 
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. relations‘of the northern and southern: sections of the United 


States—aggravated by the recent election of a president upon 
principles of hostility to the states of the South, and to express 
the earnest hope of Mississippi that Arkansas will èo- -operate 


-with her in the -adoption of efficient measures for the common 


aeteue and safety of the South. 


SUD ra UNDER MY HAND; and the great seal 
l Le AS '"of'the State hereunto affixed, at the city 
Saye ey, ` of Jackson, this the 5th aon of De, 


“>~ n. A, D. 1860. 0 O 
By the Governor, i i 
JOHN J . PETTUS. 
c A. To W of State: | 
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CONVENTION BILL. 
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An Act to pr ovide for a ‘Convention’ of the people of the" State of 
. Mississippi. ` E 

Section 1. Be il enacted by the. Legislature. of the. State of 

Mississippi, That an election'for. delegates to.a Convention of 


the people of the State of Mississippi, shall be held in the geve- 
ral counties thereof, on Thursday, the twentieth day of Decem- 


_ber, 1860, and that said election. shall be- held at all the. pre- 


cincts established by. law, and.shall be managed and conducted . 
by the sheriffs or other proper officers of the counties: respec- 
tively, in the same manner, and according to the same rules and 
regulations, as are prescribed by law. for the election of mém- 
bers of the legislature.- And it is hereby:declared to be the 
duty of the governor. to issue-his proclamation to the several 
sheriffs of the state, at least ten days before.the time appointed 
for holding said election, requiring them to hold and conduct 
the same according to law, and the said sheriffs shall advertise 
the time and place of holding said: election, for five days, by 
publication i in the several newspapers of their respective coun- 
ties, and by porting notices | at four public places in their 
counties. 

Sec. 2. Be it Ges enacted, That each county shall be rep- 
resented in said convention by the same number of delegates as 
such county has of representatives in the House of Represen- 
tatives, including the representation of any city or town in any 
county. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That any person shall be eligi- 
ble to the said convention who shall, at the time of the election, 
be a citizen of the State of Mississipi, and above the age of 
twenty-one years. Provided, That each delegate shall have 

‘resided in the county from which he is elected, for four months 
immediately prior to the session of the convention, and been a 
citizen of the state for twelve months prior thereto. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
sheriff, or other] proper returning officer, of every county, imme- 

-diately after said election, to make a complete return to the 
secretary of state, of the votes cast for delegates in his county, 
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and the certificate of election 6f-the returning officer ofthe 
proper county, or of the secretary of state, in favor of any 
delegate, shall be evidence of his right to a seat in said con- 
vention; subject, if contested, to decision by said convention ìn 
such manner as they may preseribe. x 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, That the deie. elected under 


the provisions of ‘this act, shall assemble at the capitol of the: 


state, on Monday, the, seventh day of January, 1861, and organ- 
ize themselvés intó a'cónvention by. the election of a president, 
and such other officers as they may deem necessary, and the 
appointment of a suitable number of assistants, and shall pro- 
ceed to consider the then, existing relations between the gov- 
ernment of the United States and the government and people 
of the: State, of Mississippi, arid to adopt such -measurés for 


vindicating the sovereignty of “the state, and the protection of — 


its institutions, as shall appear to them to be demanded; said 
convention shall adopt such rules’ and regulations for its go- 
vernment and the. proper tránsaction ‘of: business, as they shall 
think:proper. The. officers, members and assistants of said 
convention shall receive- the: same compensation as is now 
allowed by- law to the officers, members and assistants of the 


legislature, and.the auditor of public accounts shall issue, his 


warrant on the treasury of the-state therefor, upon the’ certifi- 
cate of the president of the amount-due.- | 

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, Thatin case of vacancy occur- 
ring in said convention, by death; ‘resignation, or. otherwise, of 


any: member, it shall be the duty of the governo to cause such 


vacancy to be: filled, if practicable, by issuing ‘ifs writ of elec- 


tion to the sheriff of the proper county, requiring him, on five 


days’ notice, to: hold- an. election according to law to fill the 


same.. . ' aS pas 


Sec, 7. Be tt further enacted, That ane net shall take effect 
from and aer its passage. | 
ae re. Cee A Es CAMPBELL, o 
| Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
: s . JAMES DRANE, 
o A E a President of the Senate. 
. Approved, November 29; 1860.. PEI l o 
; P gtn mie a A JOHN J. PETTUS. 
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STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 


` ¢ om 2 “te EN e =- x f ” e E 
DECLARING SECESSION ‘TO BE THE PROPER REMEDY FOR Te SOUTHERN` 
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: Y STATES. 0 ee em, 
' 6 4 oa eS 
- Wuereas, The Constitutional: Union was formed by:the seve- 
ral states in their separate sovereign capacity, for- the purposes 
of mutual advantage and protection: - That the ‘several states 
are distinct: sovereignties, whose supremaey is limited ‘so far 
only as the same has been delegated by voluntary compact to a 
federal government, and when it fails‘to -accomplish the ends 
for which it was establised, the. parties to the compact have the 
right to resume, each for itself, such delegated powers. ‘That 
the institution of slavery existed prior to the formation of:the 
federal ‘constitution, and is recognized by its letter, and--all 
efforts to impair its value or lessen its duration by -Congress; or 
any of the free states, is a violation of the compact of Union, 
and is destructive of the ends for which it was ordained, but in 
defiance of the principles of the ‘Union thus established, the 


- people of the northern states have assumed a revolutionary 


position towards the southern states, that they have set at defi- 
ance that provision of the constitution which was'-intended to 
secure domestic tranquility among the states, and promote their 
general welfare, namely: “ No person held to service or labor 
in one state under the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, 
in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged 
from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim 
of the party to whom such service or labor may be due.” That 
they have, by voluntary association, individual agencies, and 
state legislation, interfered with slavery as it prevails in the 
slaveholding states.” That they have enticed our slaves from 
us, and by state intervention, obstructed and prevented their 
rendition under the fugitive slave law. That they continue 
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their system of agitation obviously, for the purpose of encour- 
“aging other: slaves to escape : from service, to weaken the insti- 
tution-in’-the sláveholdia $ states; "by rendering the holding of 
such property. insecure, 4 d, às a PPn pence: its ultimate abo- 
litién: certain. 

‘That they laim: tie right, and demand its execution by Con- 
gress, to exclude slavery: from'thé tefritories, but claim the right 


of protection for evéry apodos, of- “property owned by them- 
selves. 


That they- ‘declaré ‘i ‘in’ every. manner in which public opinion 
is expressed, their unutterable determination to exclude from 
admittance into the Union any new state that tolerates slavery 
in its constitution, and thereby force Congress to a condemna- 
tión of that species of property. That they thus. seek, by an 
increase of abolition states,- “to - -acquire two-thirds of both 
houses,” for the purpose of proposing an amendment to the 
constitution of thé United: States; abolishing, slavery in the 
states, and so continue the agitation, that the proposed amend- 
ment shall be ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the 
states. That to-éncourage the stealing of our property; they 
have put at defiance that provision of the constitution, which 
declares that fugitives from justice into another state, on demand 
of the executive authority of the State from which he fled, shall 
be delivered. up. They have, in violation of -the comity of all 
civilized nations, and in violation of the comity established by 
the constitution of the United States, insulted and outraged our 
citizens, when traveling amongst them for. pleasure, health or 
business, by taking. their servants, and liberating the same 


under the.forms of state laws; and subjecting their owners-t0” 


degrading and ‘ignominious ` ‘punishment. ‘That they have 
sought to create: domestic discord in the southern states by 
incendiary publications. 

That they encouraged a hostile invasion of a ia state, 
to excite insurrection, murder and rapine. . | 


That they have deprived southern citizens of their property, 
and continue an unfriendly agitation‘of their domestic institu- 
tions, claiming for themselves perfect: immunity from external 
interference with their domestic policy, we of the southern 
states alone made an exception to that universal quiet. 


That they have elected a majority of electors for president; 


and vice president, on the ground that there exists an irrecon- 
cilable conflict between the two sections of the confederacy, in 
réference to. their respective systems of labor, and in pursuance 
of their hostility to us and our institutions, thus declaring to the 
civilized world, that the powers of this government are to be 
used for the dishonor and overthrow of the southern section of 
this great confederacy. 
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